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In a notebook, adding a 
“Markdown” box lets you type 
notes, instructions and other non-
code content into the program.



“Code” boxes let you edit and run 
lines of code. They also display 
output.



Click on either type of box to edit 
its content. To run code, click its 
box, then press Shift/Enter. Or click 
the box’s triangle/bar symbol.



An asterisk will appear here while 
the code is running. When the 
asterisk disappears, the code has 
finished.



These are programs designed to be 
run by the Python coding 
language. 



The code installs them in whatever 
environment you’re using. 



Installation is needed only once 
per environment. You’ll have to 
delete the # symbols in order to 
run the code.



“Import” commands activate parts 
of the installed programs – sort of 
like opening Word after having 
installed Microsoft Office. 



This part of the program allows 
you to customize what you want to 
search Twitter for. 



Specify your beginning and ending 
dates here. 



Here, specify the maximum 
number of Tweets you want the 
program to capture. The bigger the 
number, the longer the run time.



This code limits the search to 
English-language tweets. Or at 
least tries to. It doesn’t seem to 
work all that well.



Type your search term or terms 
here. This is also the code that, 
when run, finds and captures the 
tweets.



You can use advanced search 
syntax from Twitter, too. The 
provided link will help you build 
the syntax you want.



These lines import the captured 
tweets into the Pandas data 
analysis program. 



If you’d like to see how many rows 
and columns of data you got, 
delete the # and run this line of 
code. 



Running this one (minus the #) will 
show you the first 20 captured 
tweets. 



This one will show you a randomly 
selected 20 of the tweets you 
captured. 



This one will show you the last 20 
tweets you captured. Again, these 
lines are optional. Remove the # to 
run them. 



This last part of the code saves the 
captured tweets to your computer 
as an Excel file. 



Change this text to whatever name 
you want the saved Excel file to 
have. 



The Excel file will be saved on your 
computer in the same directory as 
the program. 



If there’s already an Excel file there 
with the same name, the original 
Excel file will be overwritten. 



Here’s what running the program 
looks like. 





Time to go look at the Excel file 
containing the captured tweets. 



I’ll also demonstrate a simple 
framing analysis one could 
perform.



The captured tweets all mentioned 
“Ferguson” and appeared during 
the initial August 2014 wave of 
unrest in Ferguson, Missouri.



Some observers called the unrest a 
“riot.” Others called it a “protest.” 
If present, these terms cue very 
different frames.



The analysis looks at which were 
more common: tweets mentioning 
“riot,” or tweets mentioning 
“protest.”



It finds that most tweets 
mentioned neither, but that 
“protest” tweets significantly 
outnumbered “riot” tweets.



A caveat: I did not take the time to 
find and eliminate duplicate 
tweets. I have done so in the past, 
though. The results were similar.



Of course, a closer qualitative 
examination of the tweets would 
be both possible and wise.





Here’s how to save your 
program and exit both Jupyter
Notebook and Anaconda 
gracefully.





The video does not show how 
to save your notebook as a 
new file. But it’s the usual 
“Save as …” procedure.
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