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“An hour and 20 listening 

to an old guy in a sweater 

vest and grandpa glasses 

lecture about math.”



… just the way you were taught to do math.

It’s possible you don’t hate math ….



Because you probably were taught to do math …

… the way people did math before computers.

Taraji P. Henson, portraying 1962 NASA “computer” Katherine G. Johnson in “Hidden Figures.”



Here in 2018, free 

smartphone apps 

work algebra.

People focus 

on thinking …

… and let (digital) 

computers do the 

math.



Learn to think 

mathematically, 

and you’ll realize 

that it’s easy …

… and that people who don’t know 

it’s easy will pay you gobs of money 

to do it for them.



Two tools: Mozdeh, free 

software for capturing Twitter 

content, and …

… Microsoft Excel 2016 

(Windows 10).



Data: 4,248 tweets including 

“Tide,” filtered from 427,707 

#SuperBowl tweets captured 

3:30-10:30 p.m. on 

Superbowl night.
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Four key findings:

About 1 in 5 tweets mentioning 

“Tide” also mentioned “Pods.” 

Not awesome news for Tide, 

but it could have been worse.



No "Eat"
67%

"Eat"
33%

No "Eat"
95%

"Eat"
5%

N = 766 tweets

Mentions of “Eat” among Tide 

tweets mentioning “Pods.”

Mentions of “Eat” among Tide 

tweets not mentioning “Pods.”

N = 3,482 tweets

Four key findings:

“Tide” Tweets that mentioned 

“Pods” also tended to mention 

some version of “Eat,” but most 

mentioned neither idea. 
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Retweets among Tide tweets 

mentioning “Pods.”

Retweets among Tide tweets 

not mentioning “Pods.”

N = 766 tweets

N = 3,482 tweets

Four key findings:

Retweeting was marginally more 

common among the minority of 

“Tide” tweets mentioning “Pods.”
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Four key findings:

Specific tweets mentioning 

“Pods” got retweeted about 

as many times on average 

as specific tweets not 

mentioning “Pods,” largely 

due to the popularity of a 

single “No Pods” tweet.

Average retweets, by tweet type
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Random variation: Why 10 pennies 

dumped onto a table aren’t half heads 

and half tails every single time.
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